
Header

1

PROGRAMME

Welcome to the
UK Meet

11-13 September 2015 
Bristol, U.K.

Programme brochure 2015.indd   1 30.07.15   18:47

PROGRAMME

Welcome to the
UK Meet

2 – 4 September 2016
Southampton, U.K.



2

With special thanks to our platinum sponsors …

… and with thanks to all our contributing sponsors
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Top Tips for a Fabulous UK Meet  
by JL Merrow

Carpe Diem – Seize the Fish!*
Don't be shy about going up to your fa-
vourite cover artist/author/blogger/re-
viewer and telling them you love their 
work. Chances are you’ll make their day!

We’re operating a simple system to 
help delegates tell if it’s a good time to go 
and say hi: Lanyard on = up for a chat; 
lanyard  off = taking a breather.

White Lanyards
Not all of us can afford to be ‘seen’. As 
in previous years, we’re using an opt in/
opt out scheme, with a coloured lanyard 
for people to wear if they’re happy to be 
“snapped” and a white one to wear if 
they’d rather not. If you’re using a cam-
era please don’t feature white lanyard 
wearers in the shot, not even in the 
background. This includes social events. 
And please, please double-check any 
photos before uploading to social media.

Ditch the Baggage
Bear in mind we’ll be giving you a fab-

ulous goodie bag chock full of swag. So 
when choosing what to bring for the day, 
you may want to leave the kitchen sink 
at home to avoid ending up feeling like a 
pack mule. Unless you enjoy feeling like 
a pack mule. Whatever floats your boat.

Keep the “Pro” in Pronouns
Not everyone is comfortable with using 
binary he/his or she/her pronouns.  And 
how a person presents is not necessarily 
how they identify. If you’re not sure what 
a fellow delegate’s preferred pronouns 
are, just ask them! We also encourage 
everyone to indicate their preferred pro-
nouns by writing them on their lanyard 
badges.

Be Kind to the Panellists
Writers & other artists are sensitive 
souls. If you go to a panel, please don’t 
leave halfway through—it’s disruptive 
for everyone else and can throw a speak-
er off their stride.

Be Kind to  Yourself
If at any time you don’t fancy any of the 
programmed panels, feel free to go and 
have a coffee and a chat in the break-
out areas. Our delegates have told us in 
previous years how much they enjoy free 
time in itself, and a dedicated place to sit 
and enjoy it.

Happy to Hug?
As in 2015, we’ll have “happy to hug” 
badges available—if someone isn’t wear-
ing one, please don’t assume they’ll wel-
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come physical contact. Remember: just 
because someone likes tea sometimes 
doesn’t mean they want tea now. (And 

some of us never want tea, but that’s in a 
more literal sense – Jamie *g*).

And Finally…Respect!
We value each one of our attendees and 
expect our delegates to treat each other 
with appropriate kindness and consider-
ation, irrespective of: race, creed, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, age, disabil-
ity or any other characteristic. Let’s keep 
this space safe!

*For non Buffy fans, that would be the 
fish of the day**
**But please only seize it if the fish is 
wearing a “happy to hug” badge.

Top Tips for a Fabulous UK Meet  
by JL Merrow (continued)
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Seven Productivity Tips for Writers  
with Full Time Jobs by Liam Livings

1) Prioritise  
With larger blocks of time, say I’ve got 
a day to spend on writing, I will aim to 
complete in the order of importance: 

1 big thing – writing 2000 words 
on the WIP or spending 2-3 hours plot-
ting the next story or doing 20 pages of 
a content edit. I use the Rachel Aaron 
writing technique (see: http://thisblo-
gisaploy.blogspot.co.uk/2011/06/how-
i-went-from-writing-2000-words-day.
html)   It. Is. Amazing.

3 medium sized things – eg. a blurb 
form, writing a few blog posts 

5 smaller things – emailing ebooks 
to competition winners, scheduling 
some updates through Hootsuite, saving 
royalty statements in folders for tax 

2) Focus
I don’t have the luxury of regularly hav-
ing great swathes of time. When I have a 
block of time – anything from 15 mins 
to 2 hours, I work out what I need to do 
in that time, and I do that. Nothing else, 
no just checking email (unless that block 

of time is for dealing with email) and I 
work on that one thing until the time 
is up, and then I put it aside and get on 
with my life. 

Here’s a little secret – multi tasking 
is twaddle: you can’t actually do two ac-
tive things at the same time, because 1)
you’ve got one pair of hands and 2) you 
have one brain. Say the letters from E to 
A. Now say numbers from 7 to 1. Now 
alternate letters and numbers. The alter-
nating is slower than saying all letters 
then all numbers because you’re switch-
ing between the two activities.

3) Make the best use of dead time 
I never get on a train without my laptop. 
I never get on the tube without my writ-
ing device, a notebook or a book I need 
to read. I always bring a writing device 
for a flight for use when I’m waiting in 
the airport and in the air. If a journey is 
about the same time by train I will trav-
el that way rather than driving because I 
can use the time productively, unlike if 
I’m driving. 

One key tool to support writing an-
ywhere is my Alphasmart Neo. Google it 
and my name for my blogs about it.

I look at my weekly to do list, work 
out where I will have pockets of time and 
work out what requires a laptop and in-
ternet, and what can be done with less, 
and then allocate tasks to time slots dur-
ing the week. 

4) Bear in mind time of day
Don’t try to read a 14 page essay by Si-

http://thisblogisaploy.blogspot.co.uk/2011/06/how-i-went-from-writing-2000-words-day.html
http://thisblogisaploy.blogspot.co.uk/2011/06/how-i-went-from-writing-2000-words-day.html
http://thisblogisaploy.blogspot.co.uk/2011/06/how-i-went-from-writing-2000-words-day.html
http://thisblogisaploy.blogspot.co.uk/2011/06/how-i-went-from-writing-2000-words-day.html
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Seven Productivity Tips for Writers  
with Full Time Jobs by Liam Livings (continued)

mone De Beauvoir and take 
notes at 7pm after a day’s 
work and a commute, as I 
did once. Use that time to 
send ebooks to people, or 
maybe if you’re not too tired 
write a blog post or 500 – 
1000 words on your WIP. 

Know when you’re flog-
ging a dead horse and leave 
it all until another day. 

Go early, go difficult. Go late, go 
simple. 

5) What about writers block? 
I don’t want to sound smug here, but 
I’ve never suffered from writers block. 
I’ve suffered from don’t know what to 
write block, but that’s more 
plotters block. With some 
subconscious time I knew 
what to plot. Once I’ve plot-
ted what I’m going to write, 
once I have time to write it 
and once I have enthusiasm 
to write it, I can always write. 

I think this comes from 
having a journalistic back-
ground. When my editor 
used to say, ‘I want 1000 words on the cat 
stuck up tree in Cosham story by 5pm’ I 
just got on and wrote it. There’s no mop-
ping your brow and waiting for the muse 
to strike with journalism. With journal-
ism you have to write all the words. Now. 

With fiction writing, even if I don’t 
feel in the mood, once I start writing I 
normally write myself into the mood.

Someone said, ‘You can’t 
edit a blank page.’ 

Someone else said, 
‘Writing is about rewriting.’ 

Another person said, 
‘Writing is where you create 
the words, editing is where 
you make the words good.’ 

Read these words. Ab-
sorb them. Remember them. 
Now go and write some 

words of your own! 

6) Keep up-to-date To Do lists 
Daily To Do list – this keeps me on track 
when I’m working out my 9 things for 
my whole day of writing time. 

Weekly To Do list – this allows me 
to spread out what I need 
to get done that week over 
7 days depending on how 
much time I have, where 
that time will be (trains, 
tubes, at home). I work out 
what I will do when for that 
week. 

Yearly writing goals – I 
set myself a few overall goals 
for the year to ensure I’m 

moving in the direction I want to go, and 
these keep me on track in the middle of 
the frenzy of activity. 

7) Rest because you’re not a machine. 
Staring at the same page for ten minutes? 
Not able to squeeze any more words out? 
Rest. Don’t feel guilty. Come back to it 
tomorrow. Eat. Play. Sleep. 
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Noteable Dates by Elin Gregory

Events

Name Date Location

Stonewall Workplace Conference 16 Sept 2016 Leeds

Alternative Miss London TBA London

UK Leather Pride 7-9 Oct 2016 Bristol

Iris Prize Film Festival 12-16 Oct 2016 Cardiff

Rainbow Film Festival October Shropshire

GFest – LGBT Arts Festival 7-19 Nov 2016 London

Fringe Queer Film and Arts Fest 15-20 Nov 2016 East London

Homotopia November Liverpool

Outspoken - arts organisation November Glasgow

Rainbow Awards 8 Dec 2016 Worldwide

BFI Flare – LGBT Film Festival March London

Bold Strokes Book Festival 3-4 June 2017 Waterstones, Nottingham

Lesvos Lesfic 8-13 June 2017 Lesbos

Sparkle Weekend July Sackville Gardens, Manchester

UK Meet September 2017 TBA
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Noteable Dates by Elin Gregory (continued)

Observances

Name Date Website

Bisexual Awareness Week 18-23 Sept 2016 www.bisexualweek.com

Celebrate Bisexuality Day 23 Sep 2016  

National Coming Out Day 11 Oct 2016 http://www.hrc.org/ncod/

Spirit Day 15 Oct 2016 http://www.glaad.org/spiritday

Intersex Awareness Day 26 Oct 2016 http://intersexday.org/en/

Asexual Awareness Week 19-25 Oct 2016 http://asexualawarenessweek.com/

Black History Month UK October http://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk

Intersex Day of Remembrance 
(Intersex Solidarity Day)

8 Nov 2016 http://intersexday.org/en/

Transgender Day of  
Remembrance

20 Nov 2016 https://tdor.info/

World AIDS Day 1 Dec 2016 www.worldaidsday.org/

Pansexual and Panromantic 
Awareness and Visibility Day

8 Dec 2016  

Human Rights Day 10 Dec 2016 http://www.un.org/en/events/human-
rightsday/

Holocaust Remembrance Day 27 Jan 2017 http://hmd.org.uk

LGBT History Month (UK) February www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk

International Transgender 
Day of Visibility

31 Mar 2017 http://tdov.org

Day of Silence April www.dayofsilence.org

Asexual Visibility Day 8 May 2017  

International Day Against 
Homophobia, Transphobia, 
and Biphobia

17 May 2017 http://www.dayagainsthomophobia.
org/

LGBT Pride Month June www.gaypridecalendar.com

Stonewall Riots Anniversary 28 June 2017  
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Friday: 
Registration desk open 2pm to 6pm in the main lobby of the Grand Harbour. Badg-
es, lanyards, souvenir programmes and hugs available.

4pm: Titanic themed walk (from Grand Harbour foyer).

7pm until late: social event at the Stein Garten bar (meet in Grand Harbour foyer at 
6.45 or feel free to make your own way).

Temple Dragon will once again be available to take formal or in-
formal portrait photographs during the Meet. Following the same 
principles of last year, prices range from a verbal thank you, a hug, 
or whatever you can afford. They are happy for author profile so-
los, group promotions for conventions, cosplay outfits, anniversary 
celebrations, and random shenanigans on their blank canvas studio. 
Rainbow props will be available. They are available Saturday and Sunday mornings, 
during all official breaks, and for those wishing to be snapped in their fineries before 
the Saturday evening meal. Contact Temple on: templedragon@hotmail.co.uk

General Schedule Info
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Map of the Conference Rooms in the Hotel
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Schedule Saturday September 3rd

Time Mayflower 1/2 Mayflower 3 Standish Room Board  
Room

From 8.30 
am

Material for tote 
bags to be left no 
later than 8.55am.

AL
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ap

8.45 am Tea and coffee available in Mayflower Lounge

9.00 am Totebag stuffing 
begins.

9.20 am Registration desk opens

10.00 am Welcome to Day 
One

10.15 am We’ve got it cov-
ered – Cover art, 
how cover artists 
choose photos, 
photoshopping, 
fonts, what works & 
what doesn’t work. 
The story behind a 
cover.

How not to write 
romance – A not 
entirely serious dis-
cussion on writing 
romance.

11.00 am Tea and coffee available in Mayflower Lounge

11.20 am The importance of 
setting/ location in 
stories.

Diversity in stories 
– characters with 
disabilities, charac-
ters from the whole 
QUILTBAG.

Working with your 
editor – author / 
editor relationship.

12.20 pm Buffet Lunch in the Boardwalk Restaurant

1.40 pm KEYNOTE – Shaun 
Dellenty
Founder of “In-
clusion for All” 
Be kind, be safe, 
be authentic, be 
proud, be you. Keep 
hopeful.

2.40 pm Author signings 
PART 1 (followed by 
a surprise!)

3.40 pm Tea and coffee available in Mayflower Lounge

4.00 – 
5.00 pm

Author signings 
PART 2

6.30pm Rainbow dinner with entertainment, Standish Suite
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Schedule Sunday September 4th

Time Mayflower 1/2 Mayflower 3 Standish Room Board  
Room

9.00 am Tea and coffee available in Mayflower Lounge

AL
L 

DA
Y:

 C
ha
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ati
on

 b
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rd
Bo

ok
 sw

ap

9.30 am  Short, interde-
nominational act of 
reflection

10.10 am Know your genre: 
Sub genres within 
LGBT fiction and 
the differences in 
explicit content etc.

Self publishing – 
everything you 
wanted to know.

Reviews / reviewing 
– dos and don’ts for 
and by readers and 
reviewers.

11.10 pm Tea and coffee available in Mayflower Lounge

11.30 pm Inside the writer’s 
mind – things writ-
ers do; listening, 
reading, observing 
like a writer. How 
writers use these 
with inspiration 
to create fictional 
stories.

Holiday romances 
– why set a story 
around a specific 
time, why readers 
like them.

Changing to a  
different genre 
within romance 
(historical / contem-
porary / paranor-
mal / horror).

12.30 pm Buffet Lunch in the Boardwalk Restaurant

1.50 pm KEYNOTE  – Liam 
Klenk
‘Author of Paralian 
– Not Just Transgen-
der ,  “a brilliant od-
yssey of a memoir “

2.35 pm Tea and coffee available in Mayflower Lounge

2.50 pm Help the team to 
plan 2017, followed 
by Albert Kennedy 
Trust raffle draw

5.00 pm Attendees depart

Some of the panels during the event may be subject to change after this programme was 
printed. Changes will be posted during the event. If in doubt ask Liam Livings.
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Finance for Authors 
by Clare London

Trust me: I’m an accountant
I’ve been a writer all my life, but I’ve also 
been an accountant for much of it. I love 
the combination of words and figures, but 
a large part of my job is being the inter-
preter / helpmate for those who don’t!  It’s 
all about gaining and maintaining CON-
TROL of what is, after all, YOUR money.

This is my brief and lighthearted over-
view but contact me – or another qualified 
helper – for more detailed info. This is 
written mainly for UK authors, relating to 
our UK tax rules, but of course the princi-
ples relate to anywhere in the world!

BE LEGAL
The day you start earning from your 
books – it’s taxable. Whether you’re pub-
lishing through a publisher or self-pub-
bing, whether you earn £5 or £50,000 (I 
wish!) – it’s all taxable income.

You’re now self-employed, a sole trad-
er. You must report to HMRC, make an 
annual Self-Assessment (SA) return, and 
pay any tax due.

Where the h*ll do you start? Check 
in with HMRC! Tell them you’ve started 

a business. Stay in CONTROL of your re-
lationship. And nowadays you can do all 
this online.

But if you wait a couple of years to 
tell them, until you’re making a decent 
income, or because it’s just pennies, and 
you won’t have to pay any tax anyway?... 
DON’T! They will assume it’s a deliber-
ate intention to avoid potential tax due. 
So they penalise you for all the time you 
haven’t reported in – and that’s before you 
have to pay any interest on tax due. And 
the penalties?? They can be way stiffer 
than any interest.

So don’t give them the satisfaction of 
taking extra money from you. It’s all about 
CONTROL!

BE SMART
Now I’ve scared you rigid: Remember that 
“taxable” doesn’t equal “paying tax”.

You have a personal Allowance that’s 
currently £11,000 – “free” money you can 
earn before tax kicks in, shared across all 
your income.

You can also deduct all your busi-
ness expenses before you report what 
you’ve actually earned *in hand*. So if you 
earned that £5 instead of the £50,000? You 
may not be paying any tax this year!

What *can* you claim?
The phrase to remember is “wholly and 
exclusively” due to your business. Exam-
ples are:

 – direct purchases of items for the busi-
ness (notebooks!)

 – travel, meal costs and accommodation 
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while you’re travelling (yes, to the UK 
Meet LOL)

 – business phone calls / business mobile
 – advertising and marketing / business 
website costs

 – research books / magazines / registra-
tion on writers’ courses

 – promo copies and gifts to readers / blog-
gers / review sites

 – entry fees to writing contests
 – accountancy fees and subscriptions
 – office equipment and supplies, comput-
er supplies and repairs

 – an amount for the use of your home (I 
can advise on what is normally accepted)

No one should try to claim non-valid ex-
penses, but there’s nothing wrong with mak-
ing the most of the allowable categories.

BE BRAVE
It’s not just about being Brave, it’s being 
Sensible and keeping CONTROL.

(A) Don’t ignore the brown envelopes!!
Open the letters from HMRC, and if you 
don’t understand the alien language inside, 
ask someone who does – like me! – to ex-
plain if it’s serious / informational / useful.

(B) Don’t delay. 
There’s no grey area for HMRC – you meet 
the deadlines or you don’t. They know too 
many professional scammers to give us, 
the honest-at-heart individual, the benefit 
of the doubt. Harsh but true.

(C) Play fair and honest. Don’t try and 
cheat the system.

Don’t try and claim your purchase of an 
Aston Martin as a wholly business ex-
pense (again, I wish! LOL).

Don’t hide money you received from 
an overseas publisher because – well, it’s in 
another currency, right? Wrong!!

(D) Keep records. Ongoing.
You don’t necessarily have to keep every 
darned parking ticket you ever get. Ex-
penses can be supported in many ways: 
paper / email / bank records.

It’s IMPORTANT to find a strategy 
that works for you. Note things in your 
phone diary / keep a monthly envelope for 
receipts / save email notifications to a spe-
cial folder etc.

And do it ONGOING! There’s noth-
ing worse than facing a nearly-due tax 
return with 12 months of garbled diary 
notes and a drawer full of faded receipts.

(E) Ask. 
There are accountants. There are networks 
of supportive fellow authors. There’s the 
internet! You also have HMRC Helplines, 
and their revamped website has plenty of 
relatively clear advice and information.

Clare London
I have a range of clients (not just authors) 
and a wide, practical experience of busi-
ness and UK taxation. I also have an “Ask 
one free Query” option on the Q&Q web-
site, and I’m available to discuss any be-
spoke advice you need.
http://www.quidsandquills.com
Email: quidsandquills@gmail.com

Finance for Authors 
by Clare London (continued)

http://www.quidsandquills.com
mailto:quidsandquills@gmail.com
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Choosing Your Next Great Read

Pauline admits to being a 63 year old 
m/m romance addict and has been for 
the past 7 years. 

She says, “I use a combination of the 
blurb and mostly Amazon reviews to 
help me choose what to read. I’m a bit 
wary of reviews because they are subjec-
tive and my own views on a book seem 
often to differ from everyone else’s but 
then I am easily pleased on the whole. 

However, I look to see if the review 
mentions the elements I’m looking for 
in a story. I have a penchant for damaged 
MCs (I love a guy with a limp!) and sto-
ries where the guys have, or eventually 
have, children. I also look to see if the re-
viewer thinks that a story has been need-
lessly spun out over two books. 

I’m keen to find out if the plot is in-
teresting or even exists (some people like 
PWP but I don’t). A review might also 
clarify what genre the book is and if it 
might be worth stepping out of my com-
fort zone for a particular book.  

I tend to look at Amazon reviews 
first then look at reviews by people I 
know on Goodreads.   I take star ratings 
with a pinch of salt. I’m not put off by the 
odd low rating but several 
would be ringing alarm 
bells.”

When Charlie 
has her reader hat 
on, she enjoys a 
wide range of 
books, 
both 

within and outside the GLBT genre. 
As for reviews, her opinion is, 

“They’re a bit of a curate’s egg. We all 
know that there are one star reviews 
which seem to be lumped on books of a 
certain type because the ‘reviewer’ feels 
the need to damn them all, and contrari-
wise glowing five-star write ups which 
clearly come from the author’s pals.

I find the most useful reviews those 
which are quite objective about why the 
reader did or didn’t like the story (and 
I absolutely believe they’re quite entitled 
to their opinion). 

Sometimes an element of a review, 
particularly on Amazon, chimes with 
me and can make the difference between 
sale or no sale. I was recently saved from 
investing in a new biography of Wil-
fred Owen because the review pointed 
out that his life seemed to have been 
straight-washed. 

I will also look at other reviews a 
particular person has written to see if 
they share the same tastes in books, in 
the same way as I value recommenda-
tions from friends who read and enjoy 
similar stories. If we don’t seem to have 

anything common with a re-
viewer how can we trust their 
review? We’ve tried to bring 
our children up to be sensi-

bly wary of strangers 
and maybe that’s 

an approach we 
adults should 
take too.”
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SHAUN DELLENTY 
Founder of Inclusion for All

“In 1968 I was born as an optimistic, happy and 
loving gay child onto this beautiful planet but 
years of homophobic bullying and the homopho-
bic messages I internalised from my peers, adults, 
the media and some politicians and some people 
of faith made me hate myself, cut myself and want 
to end my life. I hold no anger, no judgement, but 
I want to try to ensure in my own small way and 
with my limited means that no child suffers in this 
way again in our schools.”

Shaun Dellenty is a Shortlisted Nominee for the Excellence in Diversity Award 2016.

Twitter @ShaunDellenty  
Blog: http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/shaun-dellenty/
Email: shaun@inclusionforall.co.uk

Q
LIAM KLENK 
Author of Paralian – Not Just Transgender

Paralian is a frank, honest memoir that reveals 
and celebrates the life Liam Klenk has lived all 
over the globe, in a huge variety of different cul-
tures. Paralian is about Liam living his life authen-
tically. A life that is inspiring but without looking 
for sympathy or approval. From a difficult, some-
times traumatic childhood, through the realisa-
tion that he had been born into the wrong gender 
and into his search for a place to truly call home, 

Paralian is a brilliant odyssey of a memoir that shows just how much resiliance, ded-
ication and courage can be shown in one life.

https://liamklenk.wordpress.com
Twitter https://twitter.com/liamklenk 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/thefortunatenomad

Our Guest Speakers

http://www.inclusionforall.co.uk/
http://www.excellenceindiversity.co.uk/shaun-dellenty/
http://twitter.com/ShaunDellenty
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/shaun-dellenty/
http://www.inclusionforall.co.uk/index.html
https://twitter.com/liamklenk
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 Abi Roux

 AE Ryecart

  Agnes Merikan

 Amy Rae Durreson

 Anna Butler

 Anna Martin

 Anna Tiferet Sikorska

 Annabelle Jacobs

 Astrid Ohletz

 Barbara Elsborg

 Becky Black

 Blaine D. Arden

 Brandilyn Carpenter

  Catherine Lievens

 Charlie Cochrane

 Cheryl Headford

 Chris McHart

 Chris Quinton

 Clare London

 Dan Burgess

 Dani Elle Maas

 Dawn Sister

 Derek Farrell

 Eli Easton

 Elin Gregory

 Elisa Rolle

 Erika Orrick

 Garrett Leigh

  Hans M Hirschi

 Hayley Petersen

 Helena Stone

 Jay Northcote

 JL Merrow

 Jordan L Hawk

 Josephine Myles

 JT Cheyanne

  Julie Bozza

  Kat Merikan

 KC Wells

 Kellie Dennis

 Kelly Clemmons

 KJ Charles

 Lane Swift

 Liam Livings

 Lillian Francis

 Lily G Blunt

 Lori Witt

 Megan Reddaway

 Melandra Anne Ford

 Meredith Russell

Our Spotlight Delegates
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 Nicole Colville

 Noemie Tajedler

  Rebecca Cohen

 RJ Scott

 Robbie Whyte

 Ruby Moone

 SA Meade

 S A McAuley

 Selina Kray

  Serena Yates

 Shannon West

 Stevie Carroll

 Sue Brown

 Suki Fleet

 Susan Mac Nicol

 Suzanne Burke

 Tab Kimpton

 Temple Dragon

 Teya Martin 

 TJ Klune

 TJ Masters

 V L Moon

 Victoria Vilasenor

Our Spotlight Delegates
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Map of the Southampton Events

WESTERN ESPLANADE

HARBO
U

R PARADE

W
ES

TE
RN

 E
SP

LA
N

AD
E

W
EST QUAY ROAD

PO
RT

LA
N

D 
TE

RR
AC

E

BU
G

LE
 S

TR
EE

T

CA
ST

LE
 W

AY

TOWN QUAY PLATFORM ROAD

H
IG

H
 S

TR
EE

T

BRITON STREET

BERNARD STREET
Q

U
EE

N
SW

AY O
RCHARD LN

EAST STREET

PALM
ERSTO

N
 RD

POUND TREE RD

KIN
G

SW
AY

ST M
ARY’S PL

CHAPEL RD

Mayflower
Park

Hoglands
Park

Queens
Park

Houndwell
Park

Palmerston
Park

East
Park

CENTRAL BRIDGE

CANUTE RD

ST M
ARY ST

SO
UT

HE
RN

 R
D

HERBERT  WALKER AVE

Station

Stein GartenGrand Harbour
Hotel





32

 CHARLIE COCHRAnE
Because Charlie Cochrane couldn’t be trusted to do any of her jobs 
of choice—like managing a rugby team—she writes. Her mystery 
novels include the Edwardian era Cambridge Fellows series, and 
the contemporary Lindenshaw Mysteries. Multi-published, she 
has titles with Carina, Samhain, Riptide, Lethe and Bold Strokes, 
among others.

A member of the Romantic Novelists’ Association, Mystery People and International 
Thriller Writers Inc, Charlie regularly appears at literary festivals and at reader and 
author conferences with The Deadly Dames.

www.charliecochrane.co.uk | cochrane.charlie2@googlemail.co.uk |
www.facebook.com/charlie.cochrane.18 | Twitter: @charliecochrane 

 JL MERROW
JL Merrow is that rare beast, an English person who refuses to 
drink tea.  She read Natural Sciences at Cambridge, where she 
learned many things, chief amongst which was that she never 
wanted to see the inside of a lab ever again.  Her one regret 
is that she never mastered the ability of punting one-handed 

whilst holding a glass of champagne.
 She writes across genres, with a preference for contemporary gay romance and mys-
teries, and is frequently accused of humour.  Her novel Slam! won the 2013 Rainbow 
Award for Best LGBT Romantic Comedy, and her novella Muscling Through and 
novel Relief Valve were both EPIC Awards finalists.
JL Merrow is a member of the Romantic Novelists’ Association, International Thriller 
Writers, Verulam Writers’ Circle and the UK Meet organising team.

http://jlmerrow.com/ | jl.merrow@gmail.com | 
https://www.facebook.com/jl.merrow | Twitter: @jlmerrow

 ELIn GREGORY 
Elin Gregory lives in South Wales and works in a museum in 
a castle built on the edge of a Roman fort! She reckons that’s a 
pretty cool job. Her first published stories appeared in the Brit-
ish Flash and Tea and Crumpet anthologies produced by the 

UK Meet team. Her historical novella, Alike As Two Bees, and her novel, On A Lee 
Shore, were published in 2012. She still can’t quite believe it. 
Currently Elin is devoting her time to reading, reviewing and promoting other au-
thors’s books but is looking forward to being able to work on her own stories again.
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 authors’ books but is looking forward to being able to work on her own stories 
again.
www.elingregory.com | https://www.facebook.com/elin.gregory  
Twitter: @ElinGregory | http://elingregory.wordpress.com

CHARLIE COCHRANE
As Charlie Cochrane couldn’t be trusted to do any of her jobs of 
choice—like managing a rugby team—she writes. Her favourite 
genre is gay fiction, predominantly historical romances/myster-
ies. The slant for her mystery books is that her sleuths are gay 
and, in the case of the Cambridge Fellows, live in an era where 
their relationship dare not speak its name. At least neither of 

them is a weresloth but that’s - literally - another story. (Ask her about it; she’d 
love to tell you.)
Multi-published, Charlie has titles with Carina, Samhain, Bold Strokes, MLR, 
Riptide and Lethe. Her WWI story, Promises Made Under Fire, was voted Best 
Historical 2013 at Love Romances Café.
She’s a member of the Romantic Novelists’ Association, Mystery People, Interna-
tional Thriller Writers Inc and is on the organising team for UK Meet. She reg-
ularly appears at literary festivals and on library panels with The Deadly Dames.  
www.charliecochrane.co.uk | cochrane.charlie2@googlemail.co.uk |
www.facebook.com/charlie.cochrane.18 | Twitter: @charliecochrane 

CLARE LONDON
Clare London took her pen name from the city where she lives, 
loves, and writes. A lone, brave female in a frenetic, testoster-
one-fueled family home, she juggles her writing with her other 
day job as an accountant.
She’s written in many genres and across many settings, with 

award-winning novels and short stories published both online and in print. She 
says she likes variety in her writing while friends say she’s just fickle, but as long 
as both theories spawn good fiction, she’s happy. Most of her work features male/
male romance and drama with a healthy serving of physical passion, as she en-
joys both reading and writing about strong, sympathetic, and sexy characters.
Clare currently has several novels sulking at that tricky chapter three stage and 
plenty of other projects in mind … she just has to find out where she left them in 
that frenetic, testosterone-fueled family home.
Clare loves to hear from readers, and you can contact her here:
http://www.clarelondon.com | clarelondon11@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/clarelondon | Twitter: https://twitter.com/clare_london
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JAMIE MERROW
JL Merrow is that rare beast, an English person who refuses to 
drink tea.  She read Natural Sciences at Cambridge, where she 
learned many things, chief amongst which was that she never 
wanted to see the inside of a lab ever again.  Her one regret 
is that she never mastered the ability of punting one-handed 

whilst holding a glass of champagne.
 She writes across genres, with a preference for contemporary gay romance and 
mysteries, and is frequently accused of humour.  Her novel Slam! won the 2013 
Rainbow Award for Best LGBT Romantic Comedy, and her novella Muscling 
Through and novel Relief Valve were both EPIC Awards finalists.
JL Merrow is a member of the Romantic Novelists’ Association, International 
Thriller Writers, Verulam Writers’ Circle and the UK Meet organising team.
http://jlmerrow.com/ | jl.merrow@gmail.com | 
https://www.facebook.com/jl.merrow | Twitter: @jlmerrow

LIAM LIVINGS
Liam Livings lives where east London ends and becomes 
Essex. He shares his house with his boyfriend and cat. He 
enjoys baking, cooking, classic cars and socialising with 
friends. He escapes from real life with a guilty pleasure 
book, cries at a sad, funny and camp film - and he’s been 

known to watch an awful lot of Gilmore Girls in the name of writing ‘research’.  
One evening, flicking through the channels, he stumbled across the film, Sav-
ing Private Ryan, and it took twenty minutes of not seeing Goldie Hawn in an 
army uniform, before he realised it wasn’t actually the film, Private Benjamin.  
He has written since he was a teenager, started writing with the hope of publica-
tion in 2011. His writing focuses on friendships, British humour, romance with 
plenty of sparkle.
www.liamlivings.com | liamlivings@gmail.com |
https://www.facebook.com/liam.livings | Twitter: @LiamLivings

ELIN GREGORY
Elin Gregory lives in South Wales and works in a museum in 
a castle built on the edge of a Roman fort! She reckons that’s 
a pretty cool job. Her first published stories appeared in the 
British Flash and Tea and Crumpet anthologies produced by 

the UK Meet team. Her historical novella, Alike As Two Bees, and her novel, On 
A Lee Shore, were published in 2012. She still can’t quite believe it. 
Currently Elin is devoting her time to reading, reviewing and promoting other 
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 CLARE LOnDOn
Clare London took her pen name from the city where she lives, 
loves, and writes. A lone, brave female in a frenetic, testoster-
one-fueled family home, she juggles her writing her other day job 
as an accountant.
She’s written in many genres and across many settings, with 
award-winning novels and short stories published both online and 

in print. Most of her work features male/male romance and drama with a healthy 
serving of physical passion, as she enjoys both reading and writing about strong, 
sympathetic, and sexy characters.

http://www.clarelondon.com | clarelondon11@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/clarelondon | Twitter: https://twitter.com/clare_london

 LIAM LIVInGS 
Liam Livings lives where east London ends and becomes Essex. 
He shares his house with his boyfriend and cat. He enjoys baking, 
cooking, classic cars and socialising with friends. He escapes from 
real life with a guilty pleasure book, cries at a sad, funny and camp 
film - and he’s been known to watch an awful lot of Gilmore Girls 
in the name of writing ‘research’. 

One evening, flicking through the channels, he stumbled across the film, Saving Pri-
vate Ryan, and it took twenty minutes of not seeing Goldie Hawn in an army uni-
form, before he realised it wasn’t actually the film, Private Benjamin. 
He has written since he was a teenager, started writing with the hope of publication 
in 2011. His writing focuses on friendships, British humour, romance with plenty of 
sparkle.

www.liamlivings.com | liamlivings@gmail.com |
https://www.facebook.com/liam.livings | Twitter: @LiamLivings
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CATHY LAIRD
When she isn’t organising someone or something Cathy usually 
can be found reading. Cathy will read just about anything she 
can get her hands on, with a particular love of murder mysteries 
and everything Greek/Roman.
How did she end up involved in the UK Meet you might ask. 
Simple! You can never say no to your mother. In 2012 Charlie 

asked Cathy to help out at the meet in Brighton, she loved it so much she hasn’t 
looked back.
cathylaird22@googlemail.com

Audio services thanks to BRUIN FISHER, who lives in the West 
Country, UK and spends his days trying to juggle incompatible 
demands on his time and attention, usually with very little success.
bruin@fastmail.fm | http://www.bruinscave.org.uk

USB sticks painstakingly loaded by PETRA, who is a slightly crazy East Lon-
doner who has been reading since she was very small and discovered books were 
actually better than getting ready for school or other mind numbing tasks forced 
on her by her parents.

Artwork for the website and marketing, courtesy of LOU HARPER, author and 
cover artist. 
http://louharper.com | http://louharper.blogspot.co.uk/

Programme printing sponsored by MANIFOLD PRESS,  
http://manifoldpress.co.uk/

Programme design by ENNY KRAFT

Programme brochure 2015.indd   34 30.07.15   18:48

 CATHY LAIRD
When she isn’t organising someone or something Cathy usually 
can be found reading. Cathy will read just about anything she can 
get her hands on, with a particular love of murder mysteries and 
everything Greek/Roman.
How did she end up involved in the UK Meet you might ask.

The UK Meet Team (continued)

http://www.elingregory.com/
https://www.facebook.com/elin.gregory
http://elingregory.wordpress.com/
http://www.clarelondon.com/
mailto:clarelondon11@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/clarelondon
https://twitter.com/clare_london
http://www.liamlivings.com/
mailto:liamlivings@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/liam.livings


34

Simple! You can never say no to your mother. In 2012 Charlie asked Cathy to help out 
at the meet in Brighton, she loved it so much she hasn’t looked back.

cathylaird22@googlemail.com
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The UK Meet Team (continued)

“My parents would not accept my sexuality. 
They threatened and punished me.

“ My family were always being hostile to me 
about my gender identity and my sexuality. I 
was always being told it was wrong.

The Albert Kennedy Trust supports lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans homeless young 
people in crisis. Every day they deal with the effects homelessness can have on young 
people’s lives. They also aim to improve attitudes within society towards lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and trans young people. They have offices in Lon- don, Manchester and 
Newcastle.

UK Meet has been proud to support AKT since 2011, raising around £1,300 in total 
through the ever popular raffle. We hope you won’t go home without buying a ticket 
or five; it’s for a great cause.

About the Albert Kennedy Trust
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“My parents would not accept my sexuality. 
They threatened and punished me.

“ My family were always being hostile to me 
about my gender identity and my sexuality. 
I was always being told it was wrong.

The Albert Kennedy Trust supports lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans homeless 
young people in crisis. Every day they deal with the effects homelessness can 
have on young people’s lives. They also aim to improve attitudes within society 
towards lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans young people. They have offices in Lon-
don, Manchester and Newcastle.

UK Meet has been proud to support AKT since 2011, raising around £1,300 in 
total through the ever popular raffle. We hope you won’t go home without buying 
a ticket or five; it’s for a great cause.
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For fans and writers of GLBTQ fiction 
Bristol, 11-13 September 2015 

ukglbtfictionmeet.co.uk

The UK Meet has the following aims:

• With a British flavour, to raise the profile of English 
language GLBTQ fiction to readers around the world.

• To facilitate peer to peer community support between 
readers, writers and bloggers of English language GLBTQ 
fiction.

• To facilitate publishing of English language GLBTQ fiction 
around the world. 

For details of next year’s meet please visit

http://ukglbtfictionmeet.co.uk/
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For readers, authors, bloggers and publishers 
of GLBTQ fiction 

Southampton 2-4 September 2016   
ukglbtfictionmeet.co.uk

The UK Meet has the following aims:

• With a British flavour, to raise the profile of English lan-
guage GLBTQ fiction to readers around the world.

• To facilitate peer to peer community support between 
readers, writers and bloggers of English language GLBTQ 
fiction.

• To facilitate publishing of English language GLBTQ fiction 
around the world.

For details of next year’s meet please visit
http://ukglbtfictionmeet.co.uk/


