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Saturday: 
 

Time Kings Suite Kings Lounge Lancaster room 
10.20 How an editor and author can 

work well together 
 
Moderated by Sue Laybourne 
Panellists: LA Witt, RJ Scott and 
Shannon West 
 
Summary: What is Editing? Is 
editing the same as having a beta? 
How is proofing different? 
How to tell the difference between 
a good editor and a bad one. 
What to do and what not to do 
when you have an editor you don’t 
agree/get along with. 
How to accept constructive criticism 
and not take it personally 
 
Sue is a part-time author and full-
time freelance editor with six years’ 
experience (five of them with the 
Totally Entwined Group/Bonnier). 
She loves swatting pet words and is 
on the fence when it comes to the 
Oxford comma.  She shares her 
home with Andi the dog, and Bluey 
and Tigs, the cats and is about to 
send her son off to university. 
 
L.A. Witt currently spends her time 
on the southwestern coast of Spain, 
exploring the country with her 
husband, several clairvoyant 
hamsters, and an ever-growing herd 
of rabid plot bunnies. In her spare 

Killer openings that have readers 
turning page after page 
 
Panellists: Sue Brown, Emily 
Corentine, Madelynne Ellis, 
Constanza Wolf 
 
Summary: An interactive panel 
discussing the importance of an 
amazing opening to a story. 
What are your favourite openings? 
What hooks you as a reader? 
What hooks you as an author? 
What do you hate or what is 
overdone? 
To prologue or not to prologue? 
Authors you've discovered through 
great openings. 
 
Sue Brown says she is a cranky 
middle-aged author with an 
addiction for coffee, and a passion 
for romancing two guys. I love my 
dogs, I love my kids, and I love 
coffee; in which order very much 
depends on the time of day. 
 
Emily Corentine lives by the sea in 
the UK, with her cat and too many 
books. By day a number cruncher, by 
night she writes erotica and fanfic, 
and crochets birds. After a break 
from writing while she got her PhD, 
she's enjoying being back to writing 

What are the benefits and disadvantages 
of traditional vs self-publishing? 
 
Moderated by Ezzy Pearson 
Panellists: Garrett Leigh, KC Wells, LM 
Somerton 
 
Summary: "The decision to self publish or 
go down the traditional route can be a big 
decision in getting your work to market. 
Our chair will quiz a panel of experienced 
writers – LM Somerton, K C Wells and 
Garrett Leigh – on the ups and downs of 
both to help you work out which avenue 
will be best for you. Chaired by Ezzy 
Pearson.” 
 
Garrett Leigh is a queer author and artist 
based north of London. Twice a finalist in 
the LAMBDA awards, in 2017 she won 
both an EPIC award and a Bisexual Book 
award. In 2017, she won the Benjamin 
Franklin award for cover art, and has 
designed for multiple major publishing 
houses, and many independent authors. 
 
K.C. Wells started writing in 2012, 
although the idea of writing a novel had 
been in her head since she was a child. 
But after reading that first gay romance in 
2009, she was hooked. She now writes 
full time, and the line of men in her head, 
clamouring to tell their story, is getting 
longer and longer. 
 



time, she also write as Lauren 
Gallagher, Ann Gallagher, and Lori 
A. Witt. 
 
RJ is the author of the over one 
hundred novels and discovered 
romance in books at a very young 
age. She realized that if there 
wasn’t romance on the page, she 
could create it in her head, and is a 
lifelong writer. 
 
Shannon West is an author of MM 
Romance and believes love has no 
gender. She has well over a 
hundred novels, novellas and short 
stories that usually have a 
paranormal or a sci fi twist, but she 
also loves contemporary. Her 
stories have been translated into 
French, Italian and even one 
Japanese Yaoi, and in the past, she 
has worked with several publishers, 
both large and small. 

the sexy kind of conclusions once 
more. 
 
Madelynne Ellis is a New York Times 
& USA Today bestselling author of 
erotic romance. Her novels and short 
stories have been published by a 
variety of houses including 
HarperCollins, Random House and 
Harlequin, and have been translated 
into several languages. She lives in 
the UK, not far from the Welsh 
border with her partner of 20 + 
years, their two adorable children, 
and two crazy cavachons. 
Madelynne drinks decaf out of 
preference, and has a healthy 
obsession with a certain Japanese 
rock star. Her aim is to deliver 
scorching, character-driven stories 
that enchant, torment and don’t shy 
from darker aspects of life. She loves 
hearing from her readers. 
 
Constanza Wolf is a fledgling author 
of contemporary romance who is 
finally committing her stories to 
writing after a short hiatus of 31 
years. She's currently working on a 
polyam romance that explores what 
happens when a tour bus full of 
black-metal musicians and their 
hairy, grumpy, gossipy crew take on 
board a Jewish-ish country singer 
with antifa tendencies. 
 
 

LM Somerton lives in a small village in the 
English countryside, surrounded by rolling 
hills, cows and sheep. She started writing 
to fill time between jobs and is now firmly 
and unashamedly addicted. She loves the 
English weather, especially the rain, and 
adores a thunderstorm. She loves good 
food, warm company and a crackling fire. 
 
Ezzy is an aspiring author currently 
working on her first novel, a romantic 
murder mystery about the war between 
duty and desire. Her work tends to 
examine the dual nature of love, and how 
it can hold us back as well as make us 
greater. During the day she works as a 
space journalist, writing about the cold 
unforgiving void of the Universe for BBC 
Sky at Night Magazine." 

  



11.40 How does queerness, pop culture 
and fan fiction impact on published 
queer literature? 
 
Moderated by Jack Ladd 
Panellists: Jay Northcote & Anna 
Sikorska 
Summary: Join authors Jay 
Northcote, Anna Sikorska and Jack 
Ladd as they discuss how 
queerness, pop culture and fan 
fiction has influenced published 
queer literature. And, as we head 
toward an exciting, yet always 
uncertain future, how these 
influences may shape it in time to 
come. 
 
Anna Sikorska of Tiferet Design is a 
London-based cover designer 
working across the genres for a Big 
Four publisher. Tif is a voracious 
reader, a geek, a fangirl and a lover 
of cats, and she spends the majority 
of her remaining waking hours 
either reading queer books or 
making covers for them. 
 
Jay lives just outside Bristol in the 
West of England. He comes from a 
family of writers, but always used to 
believe that the gene for fiction 
writing had passed him by. He spent 
years only ever writing emails, 
articles, or website content. 
 
M/M erotic fiction author Jack Ladd 
was born in the UK, grew up in a 
small English town and fled to 
Sydney, Australia, as soon as he 

Series business: How do series keep 
readers returning for more? 
 
Moderated by Selina Kray 
Panellists: LA Witt & RJ Scott 
 
Summary: What do you get when 
you mix a rock-solid bible, buckets of 
backstory, and a revolving cast of 
characters? A series, of course. 
Whether you're in the plot bunny 
stage or stuck on book two, come 
explore the dive-ins and tear-your-
hair-outs of writing a series. 
 
 
Selina Kray is the nom de plume of 
an author and English editor. 
Professionally she has covered all 
the artsy-fartsy bases, having worked 
in a bookstore, at a cinema, and 
in television distribution, up to her 
latest incarnation as a subtitle editor 
and grammar nerd (though she may 
have always been a grammar nerd). 
A self-proclaimed geek and pop 
culture junkie, she is a voracious 
consumer of art with both a capital 
and lowercase A. 
 
RJ is the author of the over one 
hundred novels and discovered 
romance in books at a very young 
age. She realized that if there wasn’t 
romance on the page, she could 
create it in her head, and is a lifelong 
writer. 
 
L.A. Witt currently spends her time 
on the southwestern coast of Spain, 

Finding the balance between history and 
fiction 
 
Summary: Ruby Moone, Jess Faraday and 
KJ Charles, all noted authors of queer 
historical romance, discuss how to work 
history into a story while avoiding the 
twin traps of detail overload and reader-
enraging inaccuracy. We'll discuss what to 
put in and what to leave out; how to use 
real events as the basis for stories and 
how small details can enhance a book; 
how to write the fluffy side of historical 
romance without erasing marginalised 
people's reality; how to balance historical 
attitudes with modern readers' 
sensibilities; and much more. 
 
KJ Charles writes mostly historical queer 
romance, some of it paranormal. She is a 
RT Seal of Excellence winner, was picked 
as one of Washington Post’s ‘five best 
romances of the year’ 2017, and was a 
2018 RITA™ finalist for Spectred Isle. KJ 
lives in London with her husband, two 
kids, and a cat with murder management 
issues. 
 
Jess Faraday writes historical lesbian, gay, 
and bisexual mystery. Her work has won 
numerous Rainbow Awards, and her first 
novel, The Affair of the Porcelain Dog, 
was shortlisted for a Lammy. When not 
writing about dashing detectives and 
detecting doctors, she moonlights as the 
mystery editor for Elm Books. 
 
Ruby Moone is a romance writer living in 
the wilds of Lancashire with her husband. 
He thinks that she lives in two worlds. The 



could. There he spent many years 
discovering the world, the people 
who call it home, and, most 
importantly, himself. Ladd’s tales 
are based on true events. 

exploring the country with her 
husband, several clairvoyant 
hamsters, and an ever-growing herd 
of rabid plot bunnies. In her spare 
time, she also write as Lauren 
Gallagher, Ann Gallagher, and Lori A. 
Witt. 

real world, and the one in her head. He 
probably has a point! You can catch up 
and say hello to Ruby at 
www.rubymoone.com, on Facebook, on 
twitter @RubyMooneWriter and on 
Instagram. 

  
13.40 Keynote Speech 

 
Lynn West is one of the founders of 
Dreamspinner Press and was one of 
the first two editors employed by 
the press in January 2007. As of 
September 2018 she will be 
Publisher and Chief Development 
Officer. She has edited the work of 
more than a hundred authors, 
including many of the bestsellers in 
Dreamspinner’s catalog. 
Before and during the early years of 
Dreamspinner, Lynn worked as a 
professional editor in fiction, 
nonfiction, journalism, and 
technical writing and was a fiction 
and nonfiction author, a public 
relations writer, and an award-
winning print journalist before that, 
thus racking up twenty years of 
publishing experience as of January 
2014. 
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Time Kings Suite Kings Lounge Lancaster room 



10.10 Book covers - what makes a good or 
bad cover 
 
Panellists: Kellie Dennis, Garrett Leigh 
& Anna Sikorska 
 
Summary: Garrett will discuss 
art/authenticity vs marketability in a 
cover. Kellie will address - as an 
author and an artist – the question of 
whether a naked man is needed to 
sell books.  
Anna will talk about how an artist can 
research what makes a good cover 
with a focus on the LGBT genre.  
Meanwhile, Kellie will be doing live 
designs of a good and bad cover, then 
go on to talk about things to consider 
when picking a cover for your book.  
They’ll finish with a quick quiz about 
licensing and cost implications, with a 
quick Q&A before finishing. 
 
International award-winning book 
cover designer Kellie Dennis from 
Book Cover by Design Ltd I have been 
designing cover for over 5 years have 
over 5000 Covers designed to date. I 
believe a book cover is the first thing 
your reader will see so it's important 
to get it right first time, here at Book 
Cover by Design Ltd I can help to 
bring faces to your characters 
meaning and magic to the worlds you 
create within your pages. 
 
Garrett Leigh is a queer author and 
artist based north of London. Twice a 
finalist in the LAMBDA awards, in 
2017 she won both an EPIC award 

Divine or Diagnostic: 'Divine or 
Diagnostic - how to build a magic 
system that works in books 
 
Panellists: TA Moore, Blaine Arden, 
Mara Ismine 
 
Summary: Magic sounds like the 
biggest deus ex machina in the 
business. Whether it’s the old GM 
standard of ‘rocks fall and everyone 
dies’ or a last minute divine save, 
authors can just use magic as a sort of 
‘get out of jail free’ card. Right? 
Except any fan of fantasy can tell you 
there are few narrative choices as 
unsatisfying as ‘god dropped by and 
fixed it all’. The protagonist’s final win 
can be magical but NOT ‘as if by 
magic’. 
*oh and don’t be all cocky you SF 
writers, unless you are writing 
hardcore science the same holds true 
for you. 
 
Mara Ismine is a lapsed author with a 
collection of out-of-contract m/m 
stories covering contemporary, sci fi 
and fantasy themes; an even larger 
collection of unfinished manuscripts; 
and a few thousand dead tree and 
electronic books by other people. She 
lives in Suffolk with three dogs, a 
husband and a grown son who haven't 
been persuaded to move out yet to 
make room for more books. 
 
TA Moore is a Northern Irish writer  of 
romantic suspense, urban fantasy, and 
contemporary romance novels. A 

RESPECT: find out what it means 
to me 
 
Moderated by TJ Masters 
Panellists: Jay Northcote, Lloyd 
Meeker, Mel Gough. 
 
Summary: How can we make the 
genre a safe and welcoming space 
for everyone. 
 
T.J. Masters is a 62yr old retired 
schoolteacher with a passion for 
books and life-long learning. After 
retiring he retrained as a Life 
Coach but somewhere along the 
way he heard the siren call of the 
writing muse. T.J’s  first novel, 
Taking The Gardener was 
published by Dreamspinner Press 
in 2013 and he’s not looked back 
since. Now an author and blogger 
T.J. is happy to write about all his 
passions; cooking, gardening, 
equality, romance, music, science 
and all kinds of geekery.  
 
Lloyd Meeker is a mystic, writer, 
healer, lover, cancer survivor, 
father, friend. Mostly he writes gay 
fiction featuring all those paths and 
more. Having led what can only be 
described as a checkered life, he 
can honestly say he’s grateful for 
all of it. Writing stories is the best 
way he’s found to examine and 
share the questions, the wonders 
he engages daily. 
 



and a Bisexual Book award. In 2017, 
she won the Benjamin Franklin award 
for cover art, and has designed for 
multiple major publishing houses, and 
many independent authors. Garrett 
has published over 20 novels, and 
designed hundreds of covers. 
 
Anna Sikorska of Tiferet Design is a 
London-based cover designer working 
across the genres for a Big Four 
publisher. Tif is a voracious reader, a 
geek, a fangirl and a lover of cats, and 
she spends the majority of her 
remaining waking hours either 
reading queer books or making covers 
for them. 

childhood in a rural, seaside town 
fostered in her a suspicious nature, a 
love of mystery, and a streak of black 
humour a mile wide. She is the author 
of Dog Days and Bone to Pick and can 
be found online at 
www.nevertobetold.co.uk. 
 
Blaine D. Arden is a purple-haired, 
forty-something, EPIC Award-winning 
author of queer romance mixed with 
fantasy, magic, and suspense who 
sings her way through life in platform 
boots. She is the author of Oren’s 
Right and The Fifth Son, and can be 
found online at blainedarden.com 

Jay lives just outside Bristol in the 
West of England. He comes from a 
family of writers, but always used 
to believe that the gene for fiction 
writing had passed him by. He 
spent years only ever writing 
emails, articles, or website 
content. One day, Jay decided to 
try and write a short story—just to 
see if he could—and found it 
rather addictive. He hasn’t stopped 
writing since. 
 
Mel Gough writes (mostly) M/M 
romance, usually with a twist on 
the hurt/comfort trope. She has 
published one book with NineStar 
Press, a short story with Fluky 
Fiction and is just now embarking 
on the adventure for writers who 
have absolutely no interest in life 
outside writing, also known as self-
publishing. Her first self-published 
novel, He is Mine, is coming out on 
7 September. When not reading or 
writing, Mel spends her time with 
her boyfriend, discussing science or 
poking fun at each other. 

  
11.30 Hung up by the heartstrings - 

emotional layering in romance 
 
Panellists: Lynn West, Sandra Lindsey, 
Rebecca Cohen and CF White. 
 
Summary: What makes people read 
romance? 
What primary elements of a story can 
hook readers with emotion? 
What enhances emotions in a story? 

How can an author use social media 
to create a memorable brand? What 
is an author brand? 
 
Panellists: TJ Masters, Garrett Leigh, 
David Dawson and Anna Martin 
 
T.J. Masters is a 62yr old retired 
schoolteacher with a passion for books 
and life-long learning. After retiring he 
retrained as a Life Coach but 

How can you help the Romantic 
Novelists’ Association become 
more diverse in its author 
membership and novels 
showcased? 
 
Panellists: Imogen Howson, JL 
Merrow, Charlie Cochrane 
 
Summary: Exploring what we can 
do to make the Romantic 



 
Lynn West is one of the founders of 
Dreamspinner Press and was one of 
the first two editors employed by the 
press in January 2007. She was 
named Editor in Chief in January 
2009. She has edited the work of 
more than a hundred authors, 
including many of the bestsellers in 
Dreamspinner’s catalog. 
 
Rebecca Cohen was first published in 
2011, and while she primarily writes 
gay romance, she plays in many sub-
genres (historical, sci fi, fantasy, and 
contemporary). She simply can’t bear 
not to follow a story even if it is set in 
a different time, space or reality. 
Having returned from living overseas, 
Rebecca is now enjoying village life in 
the British Home Counties with her 
husband and young son. 
 
Sandra is an author of queer historical 
fiction, and member of the Editorial 
Board at Manifold Press. They live in 
the land of dragons and low-flying 
aircraft - both of which inspire their 
storytelling - and have been around 
longer than you might think, being 
one of the original dozen who met at 
Ely library back in 2010! 
 
Brought up in a relatively small town 
in Hertfordshire, C F White managed 
to do what most other residents try 
to do and fail—leave. Now living in 
east London with her husband and 
two young sons, she is an MM 
romance author of six books and has 

somewhere along the way he heard 
the siren call of the writing muse. 
T.J’s  first novel, Taking The Gardener 
was published by Dreamspinner Press 
in 2013 and he’s not looked back since. 
Now an author and blogger T.J. is 
happy to write about all his passions; 
cooking, gardening, equality, romance, 
music, science and all kinds of geekery. 
 
Garrett Leigh is a queer author and 
artist based north of London. Twice a 
finalist in the LAMBDA awards, in 2017 
she won both an EPIC award and a 
Bisexual Book award. In 2017, she won 
the Benjamin Franklin award for cover 
art, and has designed for multiple 
major publishing houses, and many 
independent authors. Garrett has 
published over 20 novels, and 
designed hundreds of covers. 
 
David C Dawson writes contemporary 
thrillers with gay heroes in love at 
their core. His debut novel The 
Necessary Deaths, was published by 
DSP Publications and has been 
described as “a real page turner”. It 
won Bronze for Best Mystery & 
Suspense in the FAPA awards. 
Rainbow Reviews said it was “an 
exciting read with complex 
characters". David worked for the BBC 
as a journalist. He lives near Oxford in 
the UK, with his ageing Triumph 
motorbike and two cats. 
 
Despite not owning the accent, Anna 
Martin is, in fact, from this very fine 
city of Bristol [pause for applause. If 

Novelists’ Association (and other 
writing organisations and groups) 
comfortable places for all sorts of 
writers of all sorts of stories. 
Sharing our experiences of getting 
out our bit of the writing world and 
into the bigger pond. Whether 
Rainbow chapters are the right 
way forward or a step back. 
 
Imogen Howson writes fantasy 
romance and all types of 
speculative fiction for young 
adults. She lives near Sherwood 
Forest. When she’s not writing, 
freelance copyediting, or running 
the New Writers' Scheme for the 
Romantic Novelists' Association, 
she bakes, runs, drinks coffee, 
sends care packages to her student 
daughter and looks after a 
household of a priest, a teenage 
daughter, three cats, and two Very 
Tiny Dogs. 
 
Because Charlie Cochrane couldn't 
be trusted to do any of her jobs of 
choice—like managing a rugby 
team—she writes. Her mystery 
novels include the Edwardian era 
Cambridge Fellows series, and the 
contemporary Lindenshaw 
Mysteries. A member of the 
Romantic Novelists’ Association, 
Mystery People and International 
Thriller Writers Inc, Charlie 
regularly appears at literary 
festivals and at reader and author 
conferences with The Deadly 
Dames. 



been published by Pride Publishing, 
Loose ID as well as self-published, 
with her stories often focusing on 
urban, contemporary themes. 
 

applause not raucous enough, pump 
up audience until applause at an 
acceptable level]. Her favourite things 
include musicals, trashy romance, 
pretty dresses, Draco Malfoy, cats, 
Disneyland, and destroying the 
patriarchy. Her new novel Lone Wolf is 
available October 8th from 
Dreamspinner Press. 

 
JL Merrow is that rare beast, an 
English person who refuses to 
drink tea. She writes award-
winning contemporary gay 
romance and mysteries, and is 
frequently accused of humour.  JL 
Merrow is a member of the 
Romantic Novelists’ Association, 
International Thriller Writers, 
Crime Writers Association, 
Verulam Writers and UK GLBTQ 
Fiction Meet organising team. 

  
13.30 Why and how authors can take 

chances to develop their careers and 
reach new readers 
 
Panellists: Anna Martin, Helen Perry, 
Charlie Cochrane 
 
Summary: The publishing and 
promotion world is bigger than just 
our corner and a pretty bewildering 
place it can be. What opportunities are 
there and which of them might work 
for us? How do we figure out which 
ideas we want to pursue and how to 
make ideas become reality? 
 
Because Charlie Cochrane couldn't be 
trusted to do any of her jobs of 
choice—like managing a rugby team—
she writes. Her mystery novels include 
the Edwardian era Cambridge Fellows 
series, and the contemporary 
Lindenshaw Mysteries. A member of 
the Romantic Novelists’ Association, 
Mystery People and International 
Thriller Writers Inc, Charlie regularly 

Characters you'll care about: how 
authors create them and why 
readers care about some and not 
others 
 
Panellists: Stevie Carroll, Roe Horvat, 
Brad Tanner 
 
Summary: "How do authors create 
characters that will interest their 
readers? Readers, writers and 
reviewers share their ideas on what 
makes for characters that readers can 
engage with, whether that's in terms 
of wanting that protagonist to get 
their happy ending or hoping to see 
them get their comeuppance. Can a 
character be interesting without 
being likeable, or can a character be 
likable without being interesting? 
What happens when an author gets 
too attached to their lead 
character(s)? Audience participation 
encouraged." 
 

Why story structure is critical for 
authors and readers alike 
 
Panellists: Jess Faraday, GB 
Gordon, Dawn Sister 
 
Summary: "We'll talk about the 
prevalent forms of narrative 
structure, and why one might 
choose one over the other, as well 
as the possibilities to deepen and 
strengthen that structure by tying 
it to the character and style of the 
story into a cohesive experience." 
 
Jess Faraday writes historical 
lesbian, gay, and bisexual mystery. 
Her work has won numerous 
Rainbow Awards, and her first 
novel, The Affair of the Porcelain 
Dog, was shortlisted for a Lammy. 
When not writing about dashing 
detectives and detecting doctors, 
she moonlights as the mystery 
editor for Elm Books. Jess lives in 
Scotland. 



appears at literary festivals and at 
reader and author conferences with 
The Deadly Dames. 
 
Despite not owning the accent, Anna 
Martin is, in fact, from this very fine 
city of Bristol [pause for applause. If 
applause not raucous enough, pump 
up audience until applause at an 
acceptable level]. Her favourite things 
include musicals, trashy romance, 
pretty dresses, Draco Malfoy, cats, 
Disneyland, and destroying the 
patriarchy. Her new novel Lone Wolf is 
available October 8th from 
Dreamspinner Press. 
 
H J Perry is best known for writing gay 
and bisexual British construction 
workers, she has also written other 
genre pairings and science fiction and 
fantasy romance. To reach a wider 
audience she regularly reads aloud at 
events, has submitted press releases 
to local newspapers, and lets readers 
know about stories published under 
different pen names. 

Stevie Carroll reads, reviews, and 
occasionally writes, books, short 
stories, and everything in between 
across a wide range of genres 
(especially historical and crime) 
featuring characters of all genders, 
sexualities and backgrounds. Stevie's 
reviews are generally to be found at 
The Good, The Bad and The Unread 
(http://goodbadandunread.com/) 
 
Roe Horvat, transgender man, writer, 
storyteller & graphic designer. Author 
of The Layover, Dirty Mind, A Love 
Song for the Sad Man in the White 
Coat, Vanilla Clouds 
Roe was born in former 
Czechoslovakia and endured a 
miserable adolescence in the post-
communist wasteland. Equipped with 
a dark sense of sarcasm, he left for 
Germany and later, Spain. When not 
hiding in the studio doing graphics, 
Roe can be found trolling cafés in 
Gothenburg, writing, and people-
watching. 
 
Brad Tanner had his heart broken and 
mended numerous times (twice 
actually). Now he reflects on the past 
in his stories. Brad grew up as a shy 
and studious person. He never 
realized he was gay until his late 
twenties. Perhaps he just kissed the 
wrong kind of men before that. When 
he’s not at work or writing, Brad loves 
cuddling up with a good book and a 
man, not necessarily in that order. 
 

 
G.B.Gordon worked as a packer, 
landscaper, waiter, and coach 
before going back to school to 
major in linguistics and, at 35, 
switch to less backbreaking 
monetary pursuits like translating, 
editing, and writing. Having lived in 
various parts of the world, Gordon 
is now happily ensconced in 
suburban Ontario with the best of 
all husbands. 
 
Dawn Sister writes fantasy and 
contemporary romance with 
diverse characters. She is from the 
North East of England. Her life is 
spent juggling. The juggling balls 
are: children, husband, work 
(occasionally), voluntary work, 
professional knitting (notice she 
doesn't class this as work), and 
writing. When she has time she 
actually sleeps. 

  



14.50 
 

Open discussion, feedback on this 
year’s event for the organising 
committee, followed by Albert 
Kennedy Trust raffle draw 

  

 
 
 


